the same? ' (Lukić 2005, 56 (Bieber 2003) . In addition to this, this foreign policy period was marked by international isolation of the FRY and an embargo by the international community, which had repercussions on domestic Montenegrin politics. In the first half of the 1990s, as a republic in the FRY, Montenegro faced hyperinflation and the development of a shadow market, which has significantly delayed its political transition.
The split in the ruling DPS in 1997 marked a significant change in the domestic political context, and an equally important shift in Montenegro's foreign policy. The two parties that emerged from the split of the DPS quickly became major political forces in Montenegro. The faction of the DPS, which retained its name and remained in power, was headed by the then Prime Minister, Milo Ðukanović. The other faction, which became the major opposition party, the Socialist People's Party (SNP), was led by the then president of Montenegro, Momir Bulatović. Initially, the parties stood for either continuation of support for Slobodan Milošević -endorsed by Momir Bulatović's SNP -or opposition to the regime in Belgrade -advanced by Milo Ðukanović's DPS. In order to obtain external political and financial assistance for countering the Belgrade regime, Ðukanović's wing of the DPS turned to the West, and predominantly to the US. As this faction of the DPS remained in power after the split, the government pushed a policy of 'creeping independence' (Roberts 2002, 6) , which entailed Montenegro's gradual estrangement from Yugoslav federal institutions. During this period, and as part of the 'creeping independence,' Montenegro conducted its foreign affairs differently from both Serbia and the FRY. That is, while the latter were largely isolationist and indistinct from one another, the former sought to reach out to democratic countries, thus overriding the federal foreign policy.
After the demise of Milošević in 2000, Montenegro's foreign policy orientation was once again reshaped through domestic political divisions. This period was marked by amplified demands for independence on behalf of Ðukanović's government, and increased interaction of the SNP opposition with the new Serbian elites to preserve the union.
